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Abelard was condemned at Sens in 1140, Arnold was expelled
from France by Louis VII. He went to Zurich, and again
at the instance of St. Bernard he was expelled, but he found
protection with a cardinal Guido and eventually was brought
to Eugenius III at Viterbo. Eugenius gave him his pardon
and sent him to do penance at the Holy Places of Rome.
For a time he remained quiescent, obeying the papal injunc-
tion to silence, but amid the monuments of ancient Rome
he was stirred to eloquence again. He had no political
aspirations, nor did he waver from the essentials of the
faith; his attack was directed against the structure of Church
government with its basis of wealth and power, and his
mission was to preach a return to the primitive simplicity of
the early Church. He practised what he preached (even
St. Bernard pays a reluctant tribute to the purity and
austerity of his life), and his sincerity and earnestness made
a great impression upon the inflammable Romans. His
views, too, were eagerly assimilated by the republican party.
If the Pope had no right to secular government, the commune
was abundantly justified. Eugenius soon discovered that
the most dangerous person in Rome was the sinner he had
sent to do penance therel
But for three years the Pope could pay little attention to The preach-
Rome. These were the years of the Second Crusade; urgent ?S <^the
appeals for help had come from Syria after the fall of Edessa crusade
in 1144, and at Viterbo in 1145 Eugenius had already begun
to plan a crusade. Unable to go north at this time to preach
it himself as Urban II had done, he delegated this task to
St. Bernard, whose passionate eloquence won a remarkable
response ; both the king of France and the king of Germany
were persuaded to take the cross. This was more than the
Pope had bargained for; Conrad's assistance was so necessary
to him that he grudged his prolonged absence in the East.
Early in 1147 he went himself to France, and even after
Louis VII started for the East in June the Pope lingered on
for another year; papal authority could be exercised far
more effectively there than in Italy, and he needed military
assistance before he could return to Rome. His last im-
portant act was the holding of a Council at Rheims, where a
number of canons were passed ; at this Council occurred the
famous trial of Gilbert de la Porree, when all St. Bernard's

